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Loeak: $5m plan 

to ‘stabilize’ Ebeye

By GIFF JOHNSON

A plan to fix long-standing Ebeye infrastructure problems is on a fast track following a presentation to the Cabinet Monday this week.

An “Ebeye Stabilization Plan” is recommending an 18-month, $5 million response to basic infrastructure needs ranging from power, water and sewer to the crumbling causeway.

Chief Secretary Casten Nemra led a team of officials that delivered the report to Cabinet on Monday. The group included MEC’s Bermen Laukon and Steve Wakefield, Public Works Secretary Smith Ysawa and engineer Lizardo Remojo, KAJUR’s Wesley Lemari, Majuro Atoll Waste Company’s Roger Cooper and independent consultant Ben Graham.

The report followed a survey by this group and others on Ebeye last month.

“We’re preparing a Cabinet paper for our next meeting to identify money (to implement the Ebeye Stabilization Plan),” Minister in Assistance Christopher Loeak told the Journal Tuesday.

The plan and funding could be approved as early as the end of this week or by next week, depending on how quickly the Cabinet paper can be introduced to the Cabinet, Loeak said.

Loeak said many of the water, sewer, power and causeway-related problems resulted from “long time neglect.”
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