Rolling blackouts hit Ebeye

By GIFF JOHNSON

Ebeye Island is facing its latest power crisis, with only one engine working as of Tuesday this week, and the island experiencing rolling blackouts.

Half of the island has power, while the other half is off for four hours at a time, according to Kwajalein Senator Mike Kabua.

The problems are hitting just days after the Cabinet directed the transfer of Ebeye’s power company, KAJUR, to the authority of Majuro’s Marshalls Energy Company.

Kabua said there’s only one engine operating at the Ebeye plant, with a second engine awaiting parts. Two other engines were recently sent to Australia for repair and maintenance. If Ebeye’s one functioning engine goes down, the island will be totally blacked out for an indefinite period, Kabua indicated.

“But KAJUR has no money for fuel or filters (engine parts needed) for the other engine,” Kabua said Wednesday.

Minister of Public Works and MEC board chairman Matt Zackhras told the Journal that with the Cabinet giving MEC authority over KAJUR, MEC will review KAJUR’s financial status and review MEC reports on KAJUR “before making any decisions in terms of the utility’s operations.”

Zackhras listed a series of critical issues that need to be addressed quickly, including fuel and spare parts buying to reduce costs.

“Since fuel price is a major factor (in) KAJUR’s operation, we would need to review the option of MEC delivering fuel to KAJUR,” Zackhras said. Currently, Mobil is Ebeye Island’s sole fuel supplier. He said MEC was getting lubrication oil cheaper from Shell than KAJUR is getting it from Mobil. “Given the current price of fuel on Ebeye, we need to look at competitive pricing available to save more for the utility company,” he said. “We have no choice but to do what we think is best for KAJUR and the community on Ebeye.”

Speaking to the Journal, Kabua expressed concern over national government priorities for funding. “Why don’t we solve our problems at home before traveling out to the world?” he asked.

