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Ebeye’s light back 

on after 3 day outage

By GIFF JOHNSON

Power was restored Saturday for Ebeye Island after it ran out of fuel and was blacked out for more than 72-hours in the wake of Mobil’s decision to stop servicing the island after more than 20 years.

Mobil officially ended its service to Ebeye and Jaluit on January 7, and though efforts were made to organize ships to deliver fuel from Majuro to Ebeye, all available vessels in Majuro had engine or other problems, delaying a fuel shipment to Ebeye last week.

On Wednesday last week, Ebeye’s power plant ran out of fuel, and the lights went out at about 4 a.m., according MEC general manager William F. Roberts, who oversees the Ebeye operation.

PII dispatched the Deborah K from Majuro two weekends ago with a one-week supply of fuel for Ebeye, as well as gas and kerosene, but initially aborted its voyage when it began taking in salt water because a hole developed in the bow, forcing it to return to Majuro for repairs. It left again Monday last week, but hit heavy weather on the way to Ebeye, and was forced to divert into the nearby atoll of Namu for engine repairs. It did reach Ebeye Thursday, but its fuel was mixed with seawater that had washed in over the decks in the heavy seas. It was not immediately usable until it was allowed to settle and the fuel separated from the water, according to Ebeye power plant manager Wesley Lemari.

“We were heavy in the water with cargo and we hit a bad storm (on the way to Ebeye),” PII’s Jerry Kramer told the Journal Monday this week. He confirmed that seawater had washed onto the decks and leached into the fuel tanks.

Only the Ebeye hospital and a handful of businesses had access to power from Wednesday through Saturday last week, as they operate their own backup generators. But Lemari reported Friday that virtually all were in danger of running out of fuel Saturday or Sunday.

Fortunately, by noon on Saturday, enough of the diesel shipment was filtered and usable that power was restored, Lemari said.

Roberts said a Kalmer Latak’s Neidaga vessel, carrying 85,000 gallons of diesel — about a three-week supply for the plant — arrived on Ebeye at the weekend to give Ebeye some breathing room while details of the next shipments are worked out.

Government officials asked the U.S. Army for an emergency purchase of 5,000 gallons of diesel, but base officials told them that Army regulations prevented them from selling fuel to Ebeye.

Mobil’s decision to end service to Ebeye and Jaluit follows its loss last year of a fuel contract with the Marshalls Energy Company that was valued at about $30 million annually. Mobil also said that the lack of a lease for the Ebeye tank facility prevented investment and expansion.

In addition to the diesel shortage, Ebeye was also on the verge of running out of gas and kerosene — which a majority of the houses use for cooking — but the Deobrak K delivered 1,000 gallons of kerosene — that were reportedly snapped up within one hour or arrival — and 17,600 gallons of gas, which is about a three week supply based on estimates of previous gas sales on the island.
