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Mobil: Jaluit, Ebeye 

out, Majuro okay

"Mobil Oil Micronesia, Inc. constantly reviews its businesses to ensure that they are operating in the most efficient and effective way in a changing competitive environment,” Cecile Bamba Suda, Mobil’s manager for public relations and government affairs, told the Journal Wednesday. “Recent developments in the Marshall Islands have triggered a review of our operations there.”

She said Mobil has decided that “in Ebeye and Jaluit it is no longer commercially viable for Mobil to maintain fuel supply operations due to a need to invest at Ebeye with no long-term tenure for land lease, limited commercial opportunities due to market size, significant changes in shipping costs and the impact on operating costs in RMI with the loss of MEC volumes.  Mobil's inability to secure a long-term lease in Ebeye limits Mobil in making the required investments to meet ExxonMobil operating standards.”

Because of this situation, “it no longer makes sense for us to own on-island assets in Ebeye and Jaluit and to serve the markets directly.  Mobil is willing to sell the facilities to the RMI government or a third party to ensure supply is maintained to the islands.”

She said this decision does not affect Mobil’s Majuro facilities.

“Majuro remains a viable market for Mobil and we are committed to providing competitively priced fuel there and aim to continue being involved in the region,” she said.
