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Ebeye fresh 

water ‘poison’

By SUZANNE CHUTARO

An extremely dangerous health situation on Ebeye was uncovered last week as workers from Kwajalein Atoll Joint Utilities Resources (KAJUR) and Majuro Water and Sewer Company (MWSC) were trying to fix the island's water pressure. 

While fixing the water system with equipment acquired from Kwajalein, work crews discovered that the underground fresh water pipes, which have been dormant for over five years, were heavily contaminated with E. Coli. This is a bacteria from human and animal fecal matter that causes severe food poisoning in older people and young children.

Marshalls Energy Company general manager Billy Roberts, who is overseeing  and assisting the operations of KAJUR and MWSC, told the Journal that cross-contamination has occurred because of illegal connections. The outfall pipes from toilets of some residents have been illegally connected directly into the island's fresh water system. 

This cross-connection between fresh water and sewer pipes is not a problem KAJUR can easily fix, he said.

Poor planning, lack of law enforcement and no building codes coupled with the fact the Ebeye has three different sewage and water systems magnifies the problem, making it much more difficult for KAJUR and MWSC to fix the island's water and sewage system as well as eliminate the E. Coli contamination.

In the coming weeks KAJUR will try to fix the situation by pressurizing different sections of the island to locate cross connections and broken pipes. Roberts said KAJUR will attempt to clean out the fresh water pipe system by flushing chlorine through the pipes to kill any E. Coli bacteria. He admitted, however, that he is not certain the cleaning project will be successful.

"There are certain areas in the system, such as pipes under new residential construction, that we can not inspect directly," he said.  "I don't want to give false hope because everything is underground and houses have been built over (main) pipe lines."

In the meantime, Ebeye residents have to resort to the "normal practice" of filling and transporting buckets and water drums from the island's operating reverse osmosis equipment.
