From the Marshall Islands Journal Friday, March 20, 2009

Kwajalein fuel crisis 
hits, goes away quickly

A fuel crisis affecting Continental and AMI at the US Army base at Kwajalein surfaced suddenly last Saturday, but was resolved by Tuesday, according to US Ambassador Clyde Bishop.
Continental Micronesia overflew Kwajalein on its regular Saturday and Monday Island-Hopper service between Honolulu and Guam in part because the Department of Defense in Washington ordered the US Army command at Kwajalein to immediately halt sales of fuel to Continental and Air Marshall Islands.
Ambassador Bishop told the Journal Tuesday the issue of aircraft fuel purchases came up during a review for renewal of the agreement between USAKA and Continental Micronesia. DOD officials ruled the fuel purchases violated DOD policy, and ordered an immediate cutoff.
Bishop said he attempted to get reconsideration of the decision on Saturday shortly after it went into effect, but official Washington was closed for the weekend.
The possibility was looming of a second Continental over-flight of Kwajalein on Tuesday this week because of Continental’s need to buy fuel at the base.
But Bishop had good news for all on Tuesday morning, following talks with officials in Washington. “It’s been resolved,” he said. “Fuel sales can resume.”
"Due to the U.S. Army's restriction on lifting fuel in Kwajalein, Continental Micronesia was forced to overfly Kwajalein on Saturday, March 14 and Monday, March 16,” Continental Guam official Grace Garces told the Journal. “The fuel situation has since been resolved and our operations will operate as normal."
“Although this may have caused travel disruption in the community as a result of these actions taken by Defense Energy Support Center and Transportation Command, these two organizations have committed to work closely with USAKA and US Army Space and Missile Defense Command/Army Forces Strategic Command Counsel to prevent similar disruptions to commercial air traffic transiting Kwajalein in the future,” said a release from USAKA provided to the Journal.
AMI was also affected by the ruling, but is now expected to return to the previous circumstances.
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