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Lights out as MEC in repair mode

The Marshalls Energy Company warned customers to expect evening power outages this week with emergency repairs required to one of the two large Deutz engines in the new power plant. 

Repair work started Monday with hopes of completion by the weekend. 

“We have the parts on hand to do the work,” said MEC Manager Steve Wakefield. But the repairs are time consuming and without this large engine working, “the power plants cannot supply the total load required by the whole island during the time when everyone wants the most electricity — between 7pm and 10pm.” Wakefield warned MEC may have to shut down certain areas of the island to reduce the power required so the engines can still supply electricity to the rest of Majuro.

Areas that may be shut off, depending on need, include: Rita/Ejit, Delap back road, Laura Village, Airport to Laura. 

“The shutdown may or may not happen in this order but it most likely will,” Wakefield said.

Wakefield asked businesses, schools, government offices and others to help by shutting down office AC systems when they close at 5pm, which could reduce demand, meaning MEC can keep power on to the entire atoll. 

