Crews from the Marshalls Energy Company (MEC) are planning to hit Ailinglaplap Atoll in April to begin installation of about 400 home solar units.

“Once Ailinglaplap is completed, 50 percent of the Marshall Islands will be using solar power,” R&D Minister Fred Muller told the Journal.

MEC completed installing solar units on Arno Atoll in January.

After the units designated for Ailinglaplap, which are funded by the European Union, RMI has about another 380 solar units available and is now requesting drawdown from Taiwan $1 million in approved FY2008 funding for another 400 units.

Muller said the outer islands to receive the nearly 800 new units will be decided by Cabinet toward the end of March.

His goal is to speed up installation and also remove any “political” bias in the installation process.

Muller said he is pushing the plan of having several MEC crews set up solar on different outer islands at the same time, instead of one-by-one system that has been used in the past. “Local people on many of the islands are already trained (in installation and maintenance),” he said. “We can use them (with MEC technicians) to speed up the process.

“By the end of 2009, we should have all the outer islands covered (with solar),” he said.

